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Commencement –Chairman Ryder called the meeting to order at 5:04 p.m. and explained the meeting procedure.  

ANR Application – Dale and Laura Briggs 512 County Road, c/o N. Douglas Schneider & Associations

Dave Davignon explained that he was representing Dale and Laura Briggs and they are requesting endorsement of the existing lot lines on their property.  No new lines were created with this application.

Chairman Ryder commented that after speaking with Town Counsel the Board will accept the ANR but will have to continue the ANR application to another meeting date.  Within 21 days the Board will have a special meeting to endorse the ANR but cannot endorse this evening.  

Motion made by Vice- Chairman McArdle to take the application under advisement, seconded by Member Gonsalves.

VOTE: 6-0-0 
Old/New Business
Approval of Minutes

Motion made by Member Gonslaves to approve the minutes of February 19, 2012 as written seconded by Clerk Kokkins.

VOTE: 4-0-2 Vice -Chairman McArdle and Member Briggs Recused
Approval of Bills

None to Approve

Public Hearing – Copper Medal, LLC, Special Permit to allow construction of a residential “Association Pier” to serve multiple single family dwellings, 125 and 129 Converse Road  c/o Douglas Schneider & Associates.

Motion made by Member Gonsalves to open the Public Hearing seconded by Vice-Chairman McArdle.

VOTE: 6-0-0

Clerk Kokkins read the Public Hearing Notice into Record.

Dave Davignon explained that the property is owned by Copper Medal LLC and has 270 feet of frontage on Converse Road and the association pier will service eight homes.  The project has been reviewed by the Conservation Commission, Harbor Masters Shellfish office, Division of Marine Fisheries Massachusetts Historical Commission and Waterways Departments, Army corps of engineers all permits attached.

Chairman Ryder asked for comments from abutters and the general public - there were no comments.

Richard Schaefer commented that the regulation of size of vessels and prevention of grounding is within the Harbor Masters jurisdiction and is a condition in the waterways license.

Motion made by Member North to grant the Special Permit based on the terms and conditions in the application, seconded by Member Gonsalves.
VOTE: 6-0-0
Public Hearings – Solar Bylaw

Amendment to create a new section of the Zoning Bylaw entitled “Solar Bylaw” as revised section 16.  Amendment to create new Zoning District numbered as Section 8.13 of the Zoning Bylaw and entitled “Municipal Solar Overlay District” together with corresponding revisions to Section 4.2 of the Zoning Bylaw and Zoning Map.
Motion made by Member Gonsalves to open the Public Hearing, seconded by Clerk Kokkins.

VOTE: 6-0-0

The legal notice was read into record by Clerk Kokkins.

Jennifer Frances made a power point presentation titled “A Solar Bylaw for Marion” dated 4/23/2013 (on file in Planning Office). 
Chairman Ryder commented that the Planning Board as a whole disagrees with much of the bylaw.  There was discussion about why the lot size for ground mounted is limited to less than one acre and the lack the requirement of a Special Permit from Planning Board.

Mrs. Francis replied that the one acre was compromises with Members of the Board to make sure ground mounted system have more area around it. Smaller lot sizes will require an applicant to get a special permit. 

Chairman Ryder commented that it is imperative that applicants go through the Special Permit process with all size lots - without that the Board cannot support the bylaw.
Member North commented that an 800 square foot solar panel foot print is equivalent to two city busses end to end.  He commented that there is no restriction where to put in yard and it could be in front yard.

Mrs. Francis commented that you would have to screen it.    

Chairman Ryder asked for comments from the Public.

Rico Ferrari asked if his rights are taken away to comment on what my neighbor does.  

Mrs. Francis replied that it depends on the size, if less than 600 square feet there is Minor Site Plan review and.  If smaller than one acre would need Special Permit and there would be abutter notification.
Margie Baldwin commented that she is in favor of the bylaw and said in the Village all the lots are small and it would be difficult to have ground mounted systems.  She commented that it is time for Marion to move ahead with solar.  

Pam Norweb asked if the set back was 35 feet of the whole perimeter of the property.
Response inaudible.

Jan Keeler commented why anyone would want to look at ground mounted solar whether screened or not and where will they be positioned and the need to talk about what the minimum acreage should be.
Mrs. Francis replied that many people have a roof that does not face south so cannot have roof mounted system.

Bill Saltonstall commented that 600 square feet is one limit but there is another limit that may be far more limiting and that is the limit of 120% maximum of power used on site so will not have to install as much as 600 square feet.  

Phil Carvalho of Bordure Solar Company commented that he does not see any issue with special permit because then they will have control over the process. 
There was discussion about the Special Permit and the need for checks and balances

Kathleen Reed expressed concern about taking ultimate decision for review from the Planning Board.  The Planning Board is an elected board and they will look out for my interests.  
Chairman Ryder commented that the Board feels that time is not of essence and given the opportunity that as group they will come up with bylaws for Fall Town meeting. We as a group do not agree with the bylaws that have been proposed.
Mrs. Francis made a proposal to possibly add a special permit to ground mounted systems, and felt that it was the only issue at moment.   
Clerk Kokkins commented that the Special Permit process is important because it is the only process which abutters will be notified and the other is that can be made more flexible depending on the lot and allow case by case assessment.  

Mrs. Francis again commented that they could propose to add the Special Permit although she had not talked to the committee members yet.

It was discussed that that there needed to be another Public Hearing to get more public comment.

Motion made by Member North to continue the Public Hearing to April 17, 2013 at 7:00p.m., seconded by Vice – Chairman McArdle.

VOTE: 6-0-0

Motion made by Member North to adjourn, seconded by Clerk Kokkins at 6:36 p.m.     
VOTE: 6-0-0 

List of Documents Submitted: 

ANR Application – Dale and Laura Briggs
Special Permit Application – Copper Medal, LLC

Minutes – February 19, 2013 
Respectfully Submitted,
Stephen J. Kokkins, Clerk
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