TOWN OF MARION

AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST
July 18, 2011
7 pm

Conference Room of Police Station
MINUTES
MEMBERS PRESENT:      Nicholas Grace
                                               Stephen M. Cushing

                                               Sharon Matzek   

                                               Jonathan F. Henry
MEMBERS ABSENT:
Ora Mae Torres

                                                Roger F. Blanchette

Chairman Grace called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
Approval of Minutes
The Minutes of June 13, 2011 were unanimously approved.
Chairman’s Report

Chairman Grace presented a letter dated November 15, 2001 which the Board of Selectman had mailed to residents requesting their participation in a survey of “the willingness of residents to participate in an affordable housing program.”  Chairman Grace had met with the Town Assessor Pat De Costa and she had said that the letter was mailed to all residents and at the time there was no response.  Also discussed was how low cost housing could be obtained by the Board/Town through possible deed restrictions, tax exemptions and purchase of property.  
Little Neck Village Comprehensive Permit
Chairman Grace stated that he spoke with Jim Grady who drafted the Amendment to the Comprehensive Permit.  Mr. Grady explained that the Amendment would make it easier to enforce Marion Preference and that it should not be an issue.  The representative from EA Fish (Dana Angelo) contacted the Affordable Housing Secretary stating that they had no knowledge of the change in the Comprehensive Permit and that they were not prepared to support it.  Jon Witten was contacted by the Board Secretary and he suggested the Board continue on with the ZBA Public Hearing July 21, 2011.  After discussion it was decided that Jon Henry would attend the Public Hearing and the Board Secretary should confirm that Jon Witten will attend the Public Hearing. 

McGee Property – Habitat for Humanity
There was discussion about how Habitat for Humanity was extending their application deadline and their need for more applicants.  Jon Henry discussed that fact that there have been issues with the demolition of the house and if the Town would pay for it or if Habitat would pay.  It was determined that the project was still in the hands of the attorneys.  
Sherman Property – Status
Jon Henry explained that Randy Parker was unable to attend the meeting so will invite him again for a discussion at the August Meeting. 

Tenant Concerns 

No Tenants were present.
Other Business
  1: Question was brought up about the property on 370 County Road and the Towns right of first refusal.   Board Secretary will research.
  2: There was some discussion about the procedure for CPC and Town approval of funds in purchasing low income housing. 
Adjournment
Adjourned at 7:55.
List of Documents Submitted:
Letter dated 11/15/2001 from Board of Selectman.
Minutes dated June 13, 2011.
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